
THE COMPTROLLER QENERAL 
DECISION O F  T H E  U N I T E D  8 T A T E 8  
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FILE: 8-209573 DATE: J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1983 

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  t h a t  b i d  was i m p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  a s  
l a t e  is d i s m i s s e d  where  " l a t e "  b i d  w a s  h i g h e r  
t h a n  f o u r  t i m e l y  b i d s .  N o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  would 
b e  s e r v e d  b y  our  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  matter 
b e c a u s e ,  e v e n  i f  p r o t e s t  was s u s t a i n e d ,  
protester would n o t  b e  i n  l i n e  f o r  award .  

T e k t r o n i x ,  I n c . ,  protests  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i ts  b i d  
s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  640-16-83, 
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  P a l o  
A l t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  ( V . A . ) .  T e k t r o n i x  c o n t e n d s  it s u b m i t t e d  
i ts b i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  place s e t  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of b i d s ,  
b u t  t h e  V.A. improperly r e j e c t e d  i t s  b i d  a s  l a t e .  

The p ro tes t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

The  V.A. h a s  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  a n  a b s t r a c t  of b i d s  which  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f o u r  t i m e l y  b i d s  were s u b m i t t e d .  The  lowest 
b i d  was $ 3 , 4 8 8 .  The h i g h e s t  b i d  was $6 ,034 .44 .  T e k t r o n i x ' s  
r e j e c t e d  b i d  was $ 6 , 7 9 6 . 0 6 .  

We n e e d  n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e  meri ts  o f  the p r o t e s t  b e c a u s e  
e v e n  i f  T e k t r o n i x ' s  b i d  was i m p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d ,  T e k t r o n i x  
would  n o t  b e  t h e  l o w  b i d d e r  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  i n  l i n e  f o r  
a w a r d .  N o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  would t h e r e f o r e  b e  s e r v e d  b y  o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  mat ter .  Van-Tel ,  I n c . ,  B-204233, 
March 8 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-1 C P D  207. T h i s  d i s m i s s a l  is i n  a c c o r d  
w i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  I n v e s t m e n t s ,  -- B-202164.2, J u n e  8, 
1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 CPD 4 5 9 ,  i n  w h i c 6  w e  h e l d  t h a t  a f i f t h - l o w  b i d d e r  
was n o t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  when t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  o n e  
o t h e r  f i r m  t o  whom award  c o u l d  be made u n d e r  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  
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